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peak of man, and elevating the valley, the ani-
mal. Now this levelling of theirs needed proofs,
to my mind; and, as I found none in their books,
or at any rate only doubtful and highly debatable
ones, I did my own observing, in order to ar-
rive at a definite conviction; I sought; I experi-
mented.

To speak with any certainty, it behoves us not
to go beyond what we really know. I am begin-
ning to have a passable acquaintance with in-
sects, after spending some forty years in their
company. Let us question the insect, then: not
the first that comes along, but the most gifted,
the Hymenopteron. I am giving my opponents
every advantage. Where will they find a creature
more richly endowed with talent ? It would seem
as though, in creating it, nature had delighted in
bestowing the greatest amount of industry upon
the smallest body of matter. Can the bird, won-
derful architect that it is, compare its work with
that masterpiece of higher geometry, the edifice
of the Bee ? The Hymenopteron rivals man him-
self. We build towns, the Bee erects cities; we
have servants, the Ant has hers; we rear domes-
tic animals, she rears her sugar-yielding insects;
we herd cattle, she herds her milch-cows, the
Aphides; we have abolished slavery, whereas she
continues her nigger-traffic.

Well, does this superior, this privileged being
reason? Reader, do not smile: this is a most seri-